
If the Secretary of State fails to stop the West Cumbria coal 
mine, we, the undersigned, will.

We, the undersigned, say that the fight to stop the West Cumbria coal mine is not over if the Secretary of State grants 
West Cumbria Mining Ltd. permission to wreak climate chaos.

We commit to taking the action necessary to prevent the damage that West Cumbria Mining Ltd.’s proposed coking 
coal mine would cause to the local environment, UK climate leadership, and global climate change if the Secretary of 
State fails to stop it after the public inquiry.

Limits of the public inquiry

The Planning Inquiry that’ll guide the Secretary of State’s decision will be limited by a National Planning Policy 
Framework that’s no longer fit for purpose in its failure to centre contributions to climate change in planning 
considerations. A recent precedent also means the Planning Inquiry may not even consider the ‘downstream’ 
impacts of the coal mine—namely how the coal will be used. Starting a new coal mine means more coal is used 
and generating greater emissions, but these emissions may be discounted. This would limit the public inquiry to 
consideration of the impacts from the mining only. We will not be bound by the limitations imposed on the public 
inquiry.

This mine must be prevented

We are living on the brink of climate catastrophe as well as many collapsing local ecosystems around the UK. Allowing 
this new coal mine now would cost the UK in terms of its environment, publicly funded infrastructure, and climate 
leadership, with any tax income in question. Resources must instead be invested in generating green jobs within 
West Cumbria, proving that it is not a choice of jobs in climate-trashing industries or unemployment—as that’s not a 
choice to most people.

Our commitment

We resolve to take the direct action that’s necessary to stop the proposed West Cumbria coal mine if the public 
inquiry and Secretary of State fail the British public and our future generations by permitting this climate wrecking 
proposal to go ahead. This direct action will involve a diversity of online and offline tactics that have a proud history 
of playing a vital role in protecting people, animals, and the environment where other methods have been ineffective 
and exhausted. In the UK, this includes the civil rights movement, women’s vote, disabled rights, genetically modified 
farming, and the phase-out of using coal to generate electricity.

We’ll see you in the streets!

Signed:

31 August 2021
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